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by  co l i n  W.  s a r g e n t

three stunning ocean 
palaces add sizzle to a 

buyer’s market.

Society’S child
235 bayview street, Camden
$5.5 Million

Gentlemen, sharpen your pencils! It’s 
hardly a shock that Colorado min-
ing executive William Borden  

(1887-1913) would decide to draft plans for 
his summer home in Maine himself. After 
all, the attorney had shelled out a fortune to 
have Richard Morris Hunt design his 
French Renaissance chateau [since de-
stroyed in the early 1960s] on Chicago’s 
Lake Shore Drive a few steps from The 
Drake Hotel–Hunt having designed the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York; 
Marble House and The Breakers in New-
port; and The Biltmore in Asheville, North 
Carolina, for the Vanderbilt family. 

With a little help from “Hunt’s architect 
nephew [Jarvis Hunt (1863-1941)],” Borden 
let his imagination soar atop Fox Hill on a 
delicious slice of coastline where Camden 
meets Rockport, according to Micki  
Colquhoun of Camden Real Estate, who is 
offering the property for $5.5 million in 2012.

No doubt, Borden’s wife Mary had a say in 
the Shingle Style palace’s construction as well. 

For decades, the cottage remained a classic 
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luxurious
“there's platinum lightning in the sky
   look i'm livin' like a queen”

–Gwen Stefani, “Luxurious”

luxurious
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the history of the unit and her disillusion 
with the French failure to put up an effective 
resistance to the German invasion and occu-
pation,” according to Wikipedia.

You might think Lady Spears was a tough 
act to follow. Her daughter, Ellen Borden Ste-
venson, was known to the world as the wife 
of Adlai Stevenson II (the national Democrat-
ic nominee who twice ran unsuccessfully 
against President Dwight D. Eisenhower, in 
1952 and 1956). The two were married from 
1928 to 1949, when Stevenson was elected 

governor of Illinois. 
The  Borden 

Cottage “stayed in 
the family through 
1946, when Joyce 
Borden Balokovic 
sold it to Richard 
and Joan Sexton,” 

says listing agent Colquhoun. 
The Sextons changed the name of the house 

to Fox Hill when their son, Peter, “saw a fami-
ly of foxes outside the kitchen window.

Peter’s sister, Felicity Sexton Bowditch, re-
members her summers there from the close of 
World War II to 1965. “My father was a Phila-
delphia banker who died in 1990 at 91. He 
met my mother in England, because his fam-
ily rented a house every year in a little town 
called Melksham, near Bath, and she lived 
there. Very romantic! She died at 90. We’d 
drive every summer from our house in Penn-
sylvania to Maine, and that was a long haul–

Farewell to Arms. But they were men. Ac-
cording to Wikipedia, it was shocking and 
avant for a lady to recount her wartime ex-
periences so vividly: “Even in this context, 
contemporary readers were disturbed at the 
graphic, sometimes hallucinatory, quality of 
this work coming from a woman’s pen.”

In 1937, her novel Action for Slander was 
adapted into a British film starring Ann 
Todd (remember her opposite Gregory 

Peck in 1947’s The Paradine Case?). Not bad for 
a little rich girl some of 
the local kids might 
have dismissed on the 
beach in midcoast 
Maine. But Borden, 
known socially as Lady 
Spears–she earned the 
title upon marrying Brit-
ish brigadier general and diplomat Sir Edward 
Louis Spears, a Member of Parliament who 
served as an influential liaison between Britain 
and France across two wars–wasn’t finished.

As the shadow of World War II darkened 
Europe, she blended her funds with friend 
Lady Hadfield to create the famous Had-
field-Spears Ambulance Unit, of Lorraine, 
France, the answer to the prayers of the 
fighting Free French. The unit traveled with 
troops in bloody skirmishes in northern Af-
rica, Italy, and France.

Her novel Down A Blind Alley, “pub-
lished on her return to Paris in 1946, records 

retreat for rusticating family members in 
white duck and sailor togs, including the Bor-
dens’ precocious daughter, novelist Mary 
Borden (1886-1968), who graduated from 
Vassar in 1907. From the beginning, there 
must have been something about Mary.

Her World War I book of short stories, 
The Forbidden Zone (1929), came out the same 
year as All Quiet on the Western Front by Er-
ich Maria Remarque and Hemingway’s A 

in 1937, a novel by lady 
spears, Action for Slander, 

became a British film 
starring ann todd



Bates College  Museum of Art

Xiaoze Xie  Amplified Moments 1993–2008

Top image: Xiaoze Xie, Flags & Banners: A Century of Student Movement in China, 1994,
oil and acrylic on wood 117 x 141 x 26 in. Collection of David G. Brooks and Patricia Lambert, Shanghai

Above: Xiaoze Xie, The Metropolitan Museum of Art Library (Dürer), 
2006, oil on canvas 48 x 72 in. Collection of Storch Amini & Munves, New York

Lecture by Xiaoze Xie 
Thursday, January 26 at 6 pm
followed by the opening reception

James Ensor: 
Scènes de la vie du Christ, 
and other works
January 23 – March 18

Celebrating the 25th Anniversary 

of the Bates College Museum of Artt

Senior Exhibition 2012
April 6 – May 26

Amplified Moments is funded in 
part by the Freeman Foundation, 
and Learning Associates Program 
in the Humanities.

James Ensor XIX Le Christ livré aux critiques. 1921,lithograph on 
paper, 7 x 9 in (17.6 x 23 cm) from Scènes de la vie du Christ 
(Scenes of the Life of Christ), 1921an album of 32 lithographs 

on paper, edition number 104/250

Bates College Museum of Art, 75 Russell Street, Lewiston, Maine 04240
For programming information: www.bates.edu/museum.xml   207-786-6158    Facebook fanpage:   on.fb.me/bates_bcma 

10am–5pm Monday–Saturday (until 7pm Wednesdays during the academic year)

January 23 – March 18, 2012
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a summer place: designed in maine 
by William Borden with the help of 

hunt’s architect nephew.

the Winter palace: a french Cha-
teau on lake shore drive in Chica-
go designed for the Bordens by 
richard morris hunt. the Carlyle replaced 
the mansion in the early 1960s.

William Borden’s daughter, novel-
ist lady mary spears, is joined by 
french general Charles de gaulle 
as she inspects the hadfield-
spears ambulance unit she found-
ed in france. she was 17 during 
her first summer in maine at Bor-
den Cottage.

novelist mary Borden became lady spears when 
she married major general sir edward spears, the 
powerful British diplomat to france and member 
of parliament.  
pictured below, per the imperial War museum, london: “lady 
spears (centre) with sir edward spears (left) in december 1942 
in lebanon on the steps of their residence–that of the first 
British minister to the levant. to the right of sir edward stands 
henry hopkinson, private secretary to the permanent under-
secretary of state for foreign affairs, sir alexander Cadogan; 
richard Casey, minister resident in the middle east, is to the 
right of lady spears, with mrs. ethel Casey to her left.”
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there were no throughways then!” 
Her favorite moments at Fox Hill (nee, 

Borden Cottage)? “Watching my father dry-
ing the sails of his racing sloop inside the 
huge stairwell which seemed to rise forever 
up the center hallway.” 

She interrupts herself on the telephone, 
still seeing it. 

“One time, my brother and I got in trou-
ble. He and I found there was a way we 
could crawl into the basement and work our 
way up inside the huge casings in which the 
pocket doors moved. We’d get up inside 
there during dinner parties and astonish our 
parents’ guests, sliding the doors back and 
forth as ‘ghosts.’”

The saga continues. According to 
Colquhoun, “In 1982, Joan Pirie Leclerc, a 
great-granddaughter of William and Mary 
Whiting Borden,” missed the tang of the crash-
ing waves and bought Borden Cottage  back!

The Borden family reconvened here until 
1992, when a new breed of rusticator, 
“Charles Cawley, then chairman of MBNA, 
and his wife Julie,” became the next owners, 
Colquhoun says. They dared to think big, 
too, transforming the estate into a corporate 
Shangri La. 

Then the music stopped. 

In 2006, Bank of America bought MBNA 
for cash and stock totalling a reported $35 
billion, with Borden Cottage apparently one 
of the pieces left on the playing board.

In 2009, the property was acquired “by 
a local summer resident for use as a confer-
ence center. Due to the owner’s demise, this 
plan was never implemented.”

In any case, the next owners of Borden 
Cottage will delight in a dreamscape 
that drew coverage from Architectural 

Digest in 2004. The “10-bedroom, self-con-
tained compound lies at the quiet end of 
Bay View Street, which runs along the 
southern side of the harbor,” Colquhoun 
says. “With almost 14 acres, it’s very pri-
vate; the approach is up a long winding 
drive lined with a variety of pine and 
spruce trees.
  “The 16,000-thousand-square-foot main 
house has a heated pool, a movie the-
ater, three guest houses, an office cottage 
with three [business spaces], a reception 
room, and a conference room… [The] ac-
tivities building [has a] bowling alley, 
game arcade, and fifties-style diner. Oh–
and a 75-car garage. All set on acres of 
rolling lawn, and all with amazing views 
(even the garage)!”

           Location, Location, Location?
sometimes it’s Backstory,         Backstory, Backstory 

What are the driving directions to the property?
“From the center of Camden, turn onto Bay 
View Street and follow almost to the end.  
The property will be on your right.”

What can you see from here across the water? 
“You overlook all of West Penobscot Bay and 
can see across to North Haven and Vinal-
haven, as well as out to the peaks of Blue Hill, 
Cadillac Mountain, and Isle au Haut. The im-
mediate foreground view is of the eastern 
side of Beauchamp Point in Rockport.”

Taxes?
“Taxes are $105,000 annually.”

What is your favorite place in the house? 
“That changes, because the house has magical 
moments. I’ve been at parties on balmy sum-
mer evenings, on the deep porch that runs 
along the water side of the house, with a band 
playing jazz and people on the lawn laughing. 
But I've also been at a mid-winter gathering 
with a small group of friends in the living 
room with a fire blazing away in the fireplace, 
and that's my favorite place then. I've also been 
in the diner with the catering staff serving up 
sundaes to guests of an after-party, and at that 
moment, that’s my favorite spot. It's totally im-
possible to pick just one, sorry!” fr
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305 Commercial St.
Portland, ME 04101

207-321-3555
mainecoastkitchen.com

Your dream experience, where you matter most…

   

lady spears’s youngest 
daughter, ellen Borden, mar-
ried future two-time demo-
cratic presidential nominee 
adlai stevenson ii. they are 
pictured hosting a costume 
ball in Chicago early in their 
21-year marriage, which 
broke up in 1949. from left, 
adlai, ellen, lawrence Wil-
liams, and harry knott.

adlai cheers on his alma 
mater princeton as they 

play harvard in Cambridge 
with his three sons, who 
would eventually all at-
tend harvard. from left, 

Borden, adlai iii, adlai, and 
john. it’s likely all visited 

Borden Cottage. 1952 Cam-
paign Button 

for adlai’s un-
successful runs 
as democratic 

presidential 
nominee in 

1956 and 1959

adlai as john f. kennedy’s secretary 
of state demands answers from the 
Cuban ambassador during a united 
nations general assembly at the 
height of the Cuban missile Crisis. 

there’s an adlai ste-
venson iv (tv journal-
ist turned investment 
banker), and an adlai 
stevenson v, born in 
1994. adlai steven-
son i was vice presi-
dent of the united 
states from 
1893-1897.
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           Location, Location, Location?
sometimes it’s Backstory,         Backstory, Backstory adlai stevenson iii served as 

a representative from illinois 
in the us senate 1970-1981, 

credited with the interna-
tional Banking act. he was 

co-chairman of huamei 
Capital Company, the first 

us-Chinese joint venture in 
financial services.
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Shingle echoeS
52 Garth Gannon Drive, owls head
$3,250,000

This contemporary Shingle Style land-
mark graces Owls Head on Broad 
Cove, facing Rockland Harbor and the 

Camden Hills.
Successfully updating the summer magic 

of classic retreats such as John Calvin Ste-
vens’s Gignoux Cottage in Delano Park, 
Cape Elizabeth, this 2003 confection was 
built “by Peter Grimm, a retired executive, 



Expiration date:
02/29/12

67 Washington Avenue
Portland, ME 04101
207-828-4648
portland@airgraphics.com

Present this coupon with your next 
print project and we will print all 
color images for 29¢ each and all 
B&W images for 8¢ each.

All images printed on 24 lb. 
8.5x11 color laser paper.

29¢ Color Copies

We Deliver Deadlines

Design • Cabinets • Installation
 Lighting • Accessories • Countertops

 Aging-In-Place Specialties

79B Ocean Street, South Portland, ME 04106 • 207 899-9421
uncommonkb@maine.rr.com • www.uncommonkitchenandbath.com

Karen K. Lewis, CKD, CBD, CAPS

Design • Cabinets • Installation
 Lighting • Accessories • Countertops

 Aging-In-Place Specialties

79B Ocean Street, South Portland, ME 04106 • 207 899-9421
uncommonkb@maine.rr.com • www.uncommonkitchenandbath.com

transform your kitchen & bath

uncommon kitchen & bath
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Set yours apart with professional staging.
It’s not a luxury. It’s a necessity.

Staging • Redesign • Downsizing
776-9558 www.katelowrydesigns.com

info@katelowrydesigns.comServing Greater Portland

your home?your home?
Selling    

Eight of your neighbors are too.

Get the tires that get you to the fun.

Copyright © 2011 Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved. 

See the service experts for all your winter tire needs.
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185 Kennebec St (207) 775-3777

Pine Tree Shopping Ctr (207) 775-1602
Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri 7:00am - 5:00pm

Get peak performance from your tires.
See us for winter tires and the highest level of service.

Copyright © 2011 Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Get peak performance from your tires.
See us for winter tires and the highest level of service.

Copyright © 2011 Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved.

41
55
64
-3
11
41

Century Tire Co.
185 Kennebec St (207) 775-3777

Pine Tree Shopping Ctr (207) 775-1602
Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri 7:00am - 5:00pm

GET A GRIP.

Looking for winter control? Introducing the new BFGoodrich® Winter Slalom®
KSI – a tire developed with cutting-edge technology to bring you control like
never before. With state-of-design looks and the ability to get you where you
need to go, the BFGoodrich® Winter Slalom® KSI is the right tire for our cold
weather driving conditions.
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*  See redemption form at participating dealer for complete offer details. Offer expires 11/15/10. Void where prohibited. The card is issued by Citibank, N.A. 
pursuant to a license by MasterCard International Incorporated and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. MasterCard is a registered trademark of MasterCard 
International Incorporated. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere MasterCard debit cards are accepted. 

†  See michelinman.com for more details on the Longevity benefi ts of specifi c MICHELIN® brand passenger and light truck tires.
Copyright © 2010 Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved. The Michelin Man is a registered trademark owned by Michelin North America, Inc.

Get a $70 Prepaid MasterCard® Card via 
mail-in rebate when you buy ANY set of four 
new MICHELIN® brand passenger or light truck 
tires October 14 through November 15, 2010, 
and submit a redemption form. 
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and his late wife, Leslie, as a place for the 
family to gather,” says listing agent Micki 
Colquhoun of Camden Real Estate. The 
original architect was Christian H. Fasoldt 
of Camden, and the builder was McCor-
mick & Associates of Rockport.”

To get here, “take North Shore Drive into 
the village of Owls Head, go left at the Owls 
Head General Store onto Lighthouse Road, 
then left again at the stone pillars onto Garth 
Gannon Drive. The house is the second drive-
way on the left.”

What can you see from here across the water?
“From the house, you see a quiet cove direct-
ly ahead, the association's granite pier, a nice 
collection of boats on moorings, and the 
lights of Rockland Harbor. From the lawn, 
you also see the Camden Hills.” 

Show me the magic:
“The best thing about this property is the 
combination of location and flat-out luxu-
ry. Owl's Head has an IFR-rated airport 
as well as one of the few remaining work-
ing harbors in the state. It's close to Rock-
land, which has great restaurants like 
Primo and Suzuki, as well as the Farn-
sworth Art Museum, Strand Theatre, and 
wonderful stores; and it has a wonderful-
ly-protected waterfront, a safe harbor at 
the edge of Penobscot Bay. The luxury 
part comes from the design and finish of 
the house, which includes three master 
bedrooms, a two-bedroom guest apart-
ment, six fireplaces, a four-car attached 
garage, and entertaining spaces that are 
just made for big gatherings and week-
long house parties. The level of finish–
m o l d i n g s ,  f l o o r s ,  s t o n e  w o r k , 
landscaping–throughout the property is 
really exceptional.”

What are the taxes and price and special considerations?
“Taxes on the property are $40,316. The list-
ing price is $3,250,000.”

What is your favorite place in the house?
“My favorite place in the house is the kitch-
en/great room. It has French doors opening 
onto the water, a huge stone fireplace at one 
end, a nice sitting area, a casual dining space, 
and the best kitchen I've ever seen–acres of 
counter space, multiple dishwashers, a pro-
fessional gas stove, incredible lighting, all 
just beautifully done. Look at the photos and 
you'll see what I mean!”
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Where exactly is the property? 
“It’s on Perkins Street in historic Castine Vil-
lage. Within walking distance to the village 
shops, Maine Maritime Academy (MMA), 
golf, tennis, and restaurants. To get there, 
take Route 166 into Castine, then follow Per-
kins Street along the harbor’s waterfront.”

What can you see from here across the water?  
“Sweeping views from the inner harbor 
with yachts on moorings, the MMA fleet, 
passing boats of every description, kayaks 
exploring the shore and inner harbor islands 
to the distant islands of Penobscot Bay. 
Wonderful wildlife–birds and seals.”

Show me the magic: 
“This three-story Victorian has been com-
pletely restored and updated. 7,100 square 
feet of wonderful living space, six bedrooms, 

five fireplaces, covered porches, gourmet 
kitchen, wonderful terraces over-looking the 
water (324 feet), and beautifully landscaped 
grounds of 2.6 acres. Access to the shore to 
launch small boats/kayaks with a deep wa-
ter mooring for a larger boat.”

What is your favorite place in the house? 
“The light-filled living space with views of 
the water, cozy hideaways with the 
warmth of a fireplace for a favorite book, 
covered porches to watch the ever-chang-
ing waterfront, spectacular grounds/gar-
dens/terraces that beg for a large 
celebration or gathering. This is truly a 
generational property to be shared. Taxes 
are $27,645.” n

>> For  additional photos, visit portlandmonthly.com/port-
mag/2011/12/luxurious-extras.

67 perkins street, Castine
$4,250,000

ocean caStle
67 perkins street, Castine

Is your ship coming in? According to listing agent John Saint-Amour of LandVest, the Mo-
rey-Pierce House, listed for $4.25M, “has stood watch over the entrance to Castine Harbor 
for over 100 years.”

The original owner of this Queen Anne palace “had ties to a steamship business which cov-
ered routes to Boston.”


